Summary

The book From Bator to Tokarczuk. The Latest Polish Novels From a Perspective
of Teaching Polish as a Foreign Language authored by Justyna Zych and Michala
BenesSovd contains ten sets of exercises based on selected excerpts from five
contemporary Polish novels. Each of these teaching materials is accompa-
nied by an extensive methodological commentary. The rationale for using
the chosen texts in Polish as a foreign language class is explained, detail-
ing the cultural content as well as noteworthy vocabulary and grammatical
structures they include. Additionally, specific instructions are provided on how
to optimally use the proposed exercises in class.

The main part of the book is preceded by an introduction that outlines
its structure and theoretical foundations. The concept of the publication is
based on an anthropological approach to literature, viewing literary works not
only as fiction but also as a reflection of cultural scripts present in the real
world. It also employs a strategic approach to using literature in language
classes, involving reading the text and discussing it, for which appropriate
language exercises are designed to prepare students.

The publication is aimed at all teachers of Polish as a foreign, second,
or heritage language who wish to present the latest Polish literature in their
classes. Thanks to the answer key provided at the end of the book, it can also
be used independently by learners of Polish who have achieved an advanced
level and wish to improve their knowledge of Polish and explore the latest
Polish literature on their own.

The novels selected as sources for language exercises and for activities
that introduce cultural content can be considered significant and represen-
tative, as they have been widely discussed in recent years and have received
major literary awards in Poland. The selection includes the following novels:
Piaskowa Géra (Sandhill, 2009) by Joanna Bator, Kosci, ktdre nosisz w kieszeni
(The Bones You Carry in Your Pocket, 2021) by Lukasz Barys, Stramer (Stramer,
2019) by Mikotlaj Lozinski, Bast o wezowym sercu, czyli wtdre stowo o Jakdbie
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Szeli (A Tale of a Serpent’s Heart: The Second Word on Jakéb Szela, 2019)
by Radek Rak, and ProwadZ swdj ptug przez kosci umartych (Drive Your Plow
Over the Bones of the Dead, 2009) by Olga Tokarczuk.

The selected excerpts from these novels help introduce learners to various
periods in Polish history—from the Galician slaughter of 1846 to the political
transformation of 1989—as well as different cities and regions in Poland,
such as Pabianice or Lower Silesia. They also address issues that have been
prominent in recent years in Polish public discourse, such as animal rights
or history presented from the perspective of the working class.

The two authors of this publication each chose one excerpt from each
of the five books, resulting in a unique dual perspective combining literary
and language-teaching insights on these novels. Each researcher focused
on different themes within these works, which has led to a diverse selection
of excerpts and exercises. The materials include exercises on reading com-
prehension, vocabulary, grammar, explanations of proper names and other
cultural references, as well as exercises that develop writing and speaking
skills, including discussions on challenging and controversial topics.

Due to the significant language difficulty and many references to Polish
history and culture, the selected readings and accompanying exercises are
intended for learners of Polish who have reached a high level of language
proficiency—at least B2, and in some cases even C1 or C2.



Shrnuti

Publikace Od Bator k Tokarczuk. Nejnovejsi polské romdny ve vyuce polstiny pro
cizince autorek Justyny Zych a Michaly Benesové obsahuje deset sad cvi-
¢eni inspirovanych vybranymi fragmenty péti soucasnych polskych romant.
Kazdy z téchto ndvrhti je opatfen dodate¢nym metodickym komentdrem.
Tyto komentdfe objasiiuji opodstatnénost vyuziti téchto textll v hodindch
praktického jazyka, upozoriiuji na jejich kulturni obsah i vyuzitelnou slovni
zdsobu a gramatické struktury, zahrnuji vsak také podrobné instrukce, jak
navrhovand cvi¢eni v hodindch polstiny co nejlépe vyuzit.

Hlavni ¢asti knihy pfedchdzi tivod priblizujici uspotdddni jednotlivych kapi-
tol i teoretické zaklady, z nichz autorky vychdzely. Koncepce publikace je inspi-
rovdna antropologickym pfistupem k literatute, ktery vnima dilo nejen jako lite-
rdrni fikci, ale také jako odraz vzorcti a mechanismt platnych v mimotextovém
svété. Pracuje také se strategickym pfistupem k vyuziti literatury v hodindch
ciziho jazyka, jenz zahrnuje ¢etbu textu a ndslednou diskusi o ném, na kterou
maji studentky a studenty ptipravit vhodné koncipovana jazykovd cviceni.

Publikace je uréena véem ucitelim a lektortm polského jazyka jako ciziho,
druhého ¢i zdédéného, kteti by v ramci svych kurzt radi pracovali s nejnovéjsi
polskou literaturou. Diky kli¢i umisténému na konci knihy ji mohou vyuzivat
i samouci, kteti dosahli vy3si pokrocilosti a chtéli by nejen zdokonalit svoji
znalost polstiny, ale také se sezndmit se soucasnou polskou literaturou.

Romadny, které se staly zdkladem pro navrhovana jazykovd cviceni a dalsi
ukoly priblizujici cizincm polskou kulturu, lze povazovat za vyznamné
a reprezentativni. V poslednich letech se o nich vedla Siroka diskuse a ziskaly
vyznamnd literdrni ocenéni. Jedna se o ndsledujici tituly: Piaskowa Gora (Pis-
kovy vrch, 2009) Joanny Bator, Kosci, ktdre nosisz w kieszeni (Kosti, které nosis
v kapse, 2021) Lukasze Baryse, Stramer (Stramer, 2019) Mikotaje Lozinského,
Basn o wezowym sercu, czyli wtore stowo o Jakdbie Szeli (Bdje o hadim srdci, 2019)
Radka Raka a Prowadz swdj ptug przez kosci umartych (Svtj viiz i pluh ved ptes
kosti mrtvych, 2009) Olgy Tokarczuk.
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Analyzované fragmenty téchto romdnti umoznuji sezndmit studentky
a studenty s rtznymi obdobimi polskych dé&jin (od tzv. hali¢ské fezi po
transformaci spojenou s rokem 1989), s rtiznymi polskymi meésty a regiony
(napt. Pabianice nebo Dolni Slezsko), ale také s tématy a fenomény, které se
v poslednich letech staly soucdsti polské vetejné debaty (napf. prdva zvirat
nebo pohled na historii prizmatem chudsich vrstev).

Obé¢ autorky si vybraly po jednom fragmentu z kazdé z péti knih, coz
vytvorilo jakysi dvojhlas — dvoji pohled na mozné vyuziti téchto textd jak
v literdrni véd¢, tak ve vyuce polstiny jako ciziho jazyka. Kazdd z badatelek se
totiz v danych dilech vénuje jinym motiviim, diky ¢emuz jsou zvolené ukdzky
i navrhovand cviceni dostate¢né rtiznoroda. Soucdsti kazdé navrhované lekce
jsou cviceni provérujici porozuméni textu, lexikdlni ¢i gramaticka cviceni, cvi-
¢eni zaméfend na problematiku vlastnich jmen a jinych kulturné podlozenych
jevl i fada cviceni rozvijejicich kompetence v oblasti psani a mluveni, véetné
schopnosti vést diskusi na obtiznd ¢i kontroverzni témata.

S ohledem na vy$si jazykovou ndroc¢nost a ¢etné odkazy na polskou his-
torii i kulturu jsou vybrané texty a doprovodnd cviceni urcend studentkdm
a studentlim, ktefi jiz dosdhli vyssich jazykovych trovni, tedy minimdlné B2,
v nékterych ptipadech dokonce C1 nebo C2.





